
 
Ways of Thinking  Strategic Actions for Processing Written Texts 

  Solving Words Using a range of strategies to take words apart 
and understand what words mean. 

Monitoring and 
correcting 

Checking whether reading sounds right, looks 
right, and makes sense, and working to solve 
problems.  

Searching for 
and using 
information 

Searching for and using all kinds of information in 
a text. 
 

Summarizing  Putting together and remembering important 
information and disregarding irrelevant 
information while reading. 

Maintaining 
fluency 

Integrating sources of information in a smoothly 
operating process that results in expressive, 
phrased reading. 

Adjusting  Reading in different ways as appropriate to the 
purpose for reading and type of text. 
 

    

  Predicting Using what is known to think about what will 
follow while reading continuous text. 
 

Making 
Connections 
 Personal 
 World 
 Text 

Searching for and using connections to 
knowledge gained through personal experiences, 
learning about the world, and reading other texts. 

Inferring  Going beyond the literal meaning of a text to 
think about what is not stated but is implied by 
the writer. 

Synthesizing Putting together information from the text and 
from the reader’s own background knowledge in 
order to create new understandings.  

    

  Analysing Examining elements of a text to know more about 
how it is constructed and noticing aspects of the 
writer’s craft. 
 

 Critiquing  Evaluating a text based on the readers’ personal, 
world, or text knowledge and thinking critically 
about the ideas in it.   
 

 
Reference: Fountas, Irene C. & Pinnell, Gay Su.  (2006) Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency; Thinking, Talking, and 
Writing about Reading, K-8; Heinemann; Portsmouth 
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Reader  
Processing  

a Text 

Visible  
Information 

Invisible  
Information 

Knowledge of Print 
 Directional 

conventions 
 Use of space 
 Layout-font, white 

space, placement 
of sentences and 
paragraphs 

 Punctuation 
 Special use of print 

– boldface, italics 
 

Knowledge of Visual 
Signs 

 Letters 
 Letter clusters 
 Words 
 Word parts 

Knowledge of 
Language 

 Phonology 
 Morphology 
 Syntax or structure 
 Vocabulary 
 Meaning – phrases, 

sentences, whole 
texts 

 Literary language 

Knowledge of 
Content 

 Facts 
 Concepts 
 Categories of 

information 
 Images  

Knowledge from 
Personal Experience 

 Emotions 
 Memories – events, 

people and animals, 
sensory images 

 Culture  

Knowledge of Texts 
 Text structure of fiction 
 Text structure of 

nonfiction biographical 
texts 

 Text structure of 
nonfiction factual texts 
(underlying structures) 

 Knowledge of how to 
integrate information 
from illustrations and 
text 

 Knowledge of genre 
characteristics 

Knowledge of Artistic 
Information 

 Artistic appreciation of 
illustrations 

 Recognition of 
information in graphics 
– maps, charts, 
diagrams, time lines, 
overlays, cutaways, 
tables, graphs, 
sketches 

 Artistic appreciation of 
the text as a whole 

Knowledge of Tools 
 Organisational tools 

– preface, table of 
contents, index, 
headings, 
subheadings 

 Informational tools – 
captions, glossary, 
captions, glossary, 
pronunciation 
guide, appendix 

Summary of Visible and Invisible Information 

Fountas & Pinnell (2006) Teaching for 
Comprehending and Fluency, p. 18 


